MACKAY NATIVE'S sSUCCESS,

Members of the [amily of Bob Dits
ton, country goll champion of Queens-
land, and the maby schoolmales and
friends who grew up with Ditton—who
iz a natlve of Mackay—rejoiced when
Wie blue ribbon of the country titde
came his way.

The Iollowlng (s from Brishane
i mRl I —

E;'fﬂ s the least exciting of the
sporting  intereats  that have besn
packed Inte the lfe of Bob Diton,
new helder of the eountry golf cham-
plonship of Quernsland,  Until n few
years ago he made u hobby of taming
snpkes—renl repilies, not the variety
thnk arc sparving  partoérs Lo pink
clephnnts, and “hizeups”

1n the lust few years Ditton has been
domiciled st Loidley, where e has
found golf more compaiible with his
Lillet of health inspector than cavori-
ing with earpet stakes, Golf s oa
comparatively new  pastime  to  him,
When In Mackoy he ottalned fame ds
o middieweight bexer, and he fought
aeme memorable ring battles in the
north with well known metw.

1o his development as a boxer he
hod Lo overcome the handicap of his
Isil aem being three inehes shorter
thar the right, the result of hoaving his
hand crilled withh 8 ullet when ot n
shooticg cxpedilionn as o voungeler,
The bullet sovered o lendon n the
hond and has tendered o couple of s
finzers practiselly uscless so fhat bis
poll succesy ulso b5 somuibing be remati
o

When still i his  very imimpature
youtls, Hob Ditton sbowed hibs lcdpg for
gebow nlter g pame, With a bro-
T o U et B L T e T
BCL nal Wl oA tesky dtinghy o Osh Ior
grocodilvs o w creek near Mackay,
Tibey tled! o length of stuat rope Lo the
dingh, attached o huge hook snd
Bediod ihowith o ballock’s heart, There

wire no erceodifes aboot, bt that
didrt smlop  them from wentlog  to
calch one,

Some Fish!

Gornd wan their aslonishiment when
ey foell something take the balt, The
tore Inds hiad visions of béing towed
cul to sra when the dinghy started Lo
move, It was no orlinary fish, this,
ang by the time they were able to oag-
tract someone’s pllrpton (o give tiem
ascistance they hod been towed about
the creek for an hour or more. Eventu-
ally the catehh was landed, o 4601b.
groper!

Little wonder; b5 [, that o lod who
eat Lol o trathiful feh story ke that,
has plso been whle o do other thitgs
weell in the renlm of  sport.  Bnake
yarrs ard fish stories ore elosely  re-
Inlid i the realin of sporling romener,
Dit. enn cortninly =pin & 0w abdut
srakes he has succesded in laming.

Some years ago in the norils, ®
neaghbor of his was in a stote of nerves
about 8 venomous snake that had taken
upr abede in g well oo his property. He
didr't kuow how to get rld of the rep-
til., but Bob IMiton cames to his ald
He deseenced the well, abed, to the
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He deseenced the well, and, o the
neighbors sstonishment, brought the
snake Wp—ialive!

Walk in the Gardens

On annther oecaslon he had o snake
he  valued  highly, It bhad been
thoroughly tamed, Bul when he decided
e have n holidey in Brisbane, he
couldn't Ard anvone who wotld look
after It during lils sbsence, So he had
no optlim but to bring b with hin.
Wnturally be had to keep the wriggler
well ubder cover, as he couldn't give
mosnake the [reedom of g city boord-
ing establishment, or he would have
found hid ports and himself dumped
on the pavement.

But e¢ven stinkes need an adring
when ey are kopt #s pels, so Din
wied o toke it for a strol in the Bo-
tanto Gardens during the morning. He
would ecarry it in his shivt until he
veached the gardens snd the young-
sters playlng in the gardens must bave
thought ef more than one pecasion
that & madmen had been let locse
when they saw the wny he fandied
and ployed with such a venomous look-
ing reptile,

If you are a herdened disbellever in
spake yarns and fish stories, Just have
a talk to R, A, Ditton, country golf
champlon of Queensland for 1035,
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